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World stars at the 4th Film Music Festival in Krakow
The 4th Film Music Festival in Krakow  
19th – 22nd of May, 2011
 www.fmf.fm
Highlights of the 4th Film Music Festival in Krakow include the Oscar–winning Spirited Away, Princess Mononoke, Howl's Moving Castle, a legend among video games – Distant Worlds: Final Fantasy, as well as a Polish hit – The Witcher 2, and the long–awaited live performance of the score for Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl, not to mention the score for the TV hit Days of Honor. The festival begins on the 19th of May and lasts four days (until the 22nd of May). Just as in previous years, all concerts will take place in Krakow's Hall of the ArcelorMittal Electrolytic Tinning Plant in Nowa Huta. Tickets will be available from the 21st of March from the website www.eventim.pl.  
The festival will be inaugurated with a concert by the legend of the Japanese Ghibli studio – Joe Hisaishi, and this will be the first concert of the composer in Europe. Oscar–winning Spirited Away, In the land of gods and Howl's Moving Castle from among Hayao Miyazaki's films, the suites from Takeshi Kitano’s films (including Hana–bi, Kids Return, Summer) will resound through Nowa–Huta's Fabryka Snów – the Hall of ArcelorMittal Electrolytic Tinning Plant – performed by a monumental 250–man orchestra under the conduct of the composer himself. 
The audience will be introduced to the richness of the music written for alternative computer worlds with a series of iconic productions from the SQUARE ENIX studio. The audience will hear an extraordinary award–winning programme: Distant Worlds: music from FINAL FANTASY, including pieces prepared by Nobuo Uematsu and Masashi Hamauzu. The wealth of sounds of one of the most iconic video games ever, havin sold 100 million copies to date all around the world, will be illustrated with the highest quality HD videos. Masashi Hamauzu will come to Krakow to meet fans, and the concert will be conducted by one of the most eminent conductors in this field – a discoverer and indefatigable promoter of video game music – Arnold Roth. Krakow will also host a premiere of the latest score for the legendary Polish video game The Witcher 2, written by Polish composers: Adam Skorupa and  Krzysztof Wierzynkiewicz. 
After the Lord of the Rings, it's time to present the score for another great Polish blockbuster. The Krakow Festival Office has commissioned an innovative orchestrated project that marks the beginning of a new series of festival performances. In collaboration with the Disney studio, we will perform the first  part of the super blockbuster: Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl. The show will be hosted by a special guest – a composer who wrote music for the Disney blockbuster,  Klaus Badelt . 
What is more, the festival opens towards music of the most interesting personalities of the young generation of the Polish film music – the Krakow–based composer Bartosz Chajdecki. In collaboration with such Polish cinema stars as Maciej Zakościelny, Antoni Pawlicki and Jan Wieczorkowski, FMF produced a performance of the score for one of the most important TV productions of recent years – Days of Honor – this will be the first such performance in Poland. 
The festival will traditionally feature Festival Academies: a unique opportunity to meet experts, major film music producers, music directors who have worked on a number of major films, as well as respected journalists and music critics. This is a chance to learn the secrets of creating film music for the big screen.  
This year you can meet: Joe Hisaishi, Klaus Badelt, Masashi Hamauzu, Arnie Roth and Bartosz Chajdecki, and attend meetings aiming to bring the audience closer to the secrets of creating music for films of Takeshi Kitano, Hayao Miyazaki, Final Fantasy and The Witcher. We will also learn the inside story of Klaus Badelt's collaboration with Jerry Bruckheimer, Hans Zimmer and Disney’s studio. A detailed programme of Festival Academies will be announced soon on the website: www.fmf.fm.
More Festival details on: www.fmf.fm 
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Thursday, the 19th of May 2011 
Ceremonial opening of the Festival – Joe Hisaishi






Special guest: Joe Hisaishi – for the first time in Europe!
A concert prepared in collaboration with the legendary Japanese studio Ghibli 
Spirited Away 
Howl's Moving Castle 
Princess Mononoke 
Laputa – Castle in the Sky
Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind 
Suites from Takeshi Kitano's films (including Hana–bi, Kids Return, Summer ) 
Wioletta Chodowicz – soprano 
Pro Musica Mundi Choir
Sinfonietta Cracovia
Joe Hisaishi – piano, Conductor
Venue: Hall of the ArcelorMittal Poland Electrolytic Tinning Plant at ul.  Ujastek 1 
Japanese composer, producer, arranger and musician. Creator of more than 100 soundtracks and albums. He has directed Quartet, a film regarded as the first fully–fledged Japanese music film. An acknowledged pianist, Hisaishi has worked with London Philharmonic and Italian Citta di Ferara Orchestra. Joe Hisaishi is the John Williams of the Orient. He is a composer who can boast having worked with such directors as Takeshi Kitano and Hayao Miyazaki. Thus, on the one hand we have gangster cinema treating of Jakuza, and on the other – family and anime films. Joe Hisaishi enchants the audience with the diversity of his pieces and musical erudition. He writes jazz, blues, pop, but also powerful symphonic scores. It was especially the latter that won him many fans all around the globe – enough to mention his scores for Princess Mononoke  and  Spirited Away. Hisaishi's style rests on clear, natural themes he uses as basis upon which to develop entire soundtracks. Another interesting fact is composer's approach to piano, which is present in nearly all of his soundtracks. The composer himself is a seasoned pianist with performances given in some of the finest concert halls in the world. He always plays piano sections on his own soundtracks himself. He is constantly touring Asia with his band, constantly impressing his audiences with new ideas about public performances and promoting his music. He has recently staged a concert with an orchestra of several hundred musicians and a choir to celebrate his collaboration with Ghibli studio, which has produced some of the most popular anime films, including Spirited Away  and Howl's Moving Castle. 
The FMF concert featuring almost 250 performers will showcase legendary productions of the Japanese studio and works being a fruit of the collaboration between Joe Hisaishi and Hayao Miyazaki, including the debut Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind, iconic Princess Mononoke, Howl's Moving Castle, and finally – Oscar–winning Spirited Away: In the land of the gods. These films have many fans, not only among anime lovers. Within just a couple of years, the films gained an iconic status, and Spirited Away is regarded, besides Akira and Ghost in the Shell, as one of the most important and finest films in the history of anime. The film has also been praised by critics and the American Film Academy, which awarded Spirited Away as the best animated film of 2003. 
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Friday, the 20th of May 2011
Distant Worlds: music from FINAL FANTASY






The Witcher 2 – world premiere of the suite 






The concert is produced in collaboration with SQUARE ENIX CO. LTD and includes music by Japan's most eminent composers of music for video games: Nobuo Uematsu and Masashi Hamauzu 
Special guest: Masashi Hamauzu – Composer
Music from Final Fantasy I–XIV
Anna Pehlken – soprano
Andrzej Lampert – tenor
Jarosław Bodakowski – baritone
Michał Nagy – guitar
Chorus and Orchestra of the Cracow Philharmonic
Arnie Roth – conductor
Venue: the Hall of ArcelorMittal Electrolytic Tinning Plant at ul. Ujastek 1 
It is going to be a fantastic event! On the second day of the Film Music Festival, the audience in Poland will for the first time see a performance of music written by two of Japan's most outstanding composers of music for video games: Nobuo Uematsu and Masashi Hamauzu. The concert will be conducted by a Grammy–winner – Arnold Roth, one of the most outstanding conductors of music of this genre. This multimedia and music show combines screened HD images with symphonic, pulsating music – one that perfectly underscores emotions of the characters and turns of plot.
Games are no longer uncomplicated abstract creations – they have grown as another important entertainment medium, impacting our lives just like Hollywood or television. The path was blazed, among others, by Final Fantasy –  the legendary Japanese series comprising loosely related games, films and mangas, produced by the renowned SQUARE ENIX studio. When the series was launched, the studio was at the edge of bankruptcy, and so the title was to denote the studio's 'final fantasy.' This is where the name of the iconic production originated from. To date, Final Fantasy has sold more than 100 million copies worldwide and is considered a JRPG (Japanese Role Playing Game) Classic. Final Fantasy has put a particular emphasis on the plot, characters' psychological features and their psychological development. Games in the series are characterised by tangled storylines, and complex narrative structures which make some facts, known from the very beginning of the game, fully meaningful only at the end of an adventure. This type of games often features characters abused by some mysterious, unknown force controlling their fate. Each part of the Final Fantasy series has featured new worlds and unusual characters. Over the past two decades, Final Fantasy has continued to evolve, offering the finest creative visions, a superior quality of graphics and cutting–edge entertainment solutions, while Final Fantasy XIII, the finale of the two–hour concert, opens a new era of video games: as the first game in the history of video games released at the same time for various HD standard platforms and including film sequences created on an unprecedented scale. 
At the FMF, the audience will hear the music written by Nobuo Uematsu – the principal composer of scores for this cult series. A similar concert had been also prepared by AWR Music Productions LLC at the 20th anniversary of the Final Fantasy series, gaining acclaim throughout Asia, Canada and the USA. Krakow's audience will be the second in Europe, after Stockholm, to hear an extended version of the concert, including the particularly complex sequence from the 13th part of the series featuring Masashi Hamauzu’s music. Tickets for DWFF's concerts in London's Barbican Centre were sold out in just 3 days. The SQUARE ENIX studio has a user base with almost half a million users worldwide. Information about Krakow's festival and the concert will be sent out to almost 350,000 fans of the studio and its computer productions. 
The concert will be preceded by a premiere performance of a Festival–commissioned suite from a Polish game The Witcher 2, written by Adam Skorupa and Krzysztof Wierzynkiewicz. This cult role-playing game, set in the Witcher's world constructed by novelist Andrzej Sapkowski, was produced by the Polish CD Projekt’s RED studio. The production cost PLN 19 million, but the game sold about 1.5 million to date. At the turn of 2010 and 2011 the Polityka weekly called the release of the second edition of the game as 'the event of the upcoming year.' This is the Polish equivalent to the success of Final Fantasy – the game telling the story of Geralt of Rivia was released in 15 languages and is the first Polish game to reach such a wide audience. It has received around 100 awards and honours to date. 
Masashi Hamauzu, born to a family of musical traditions in 1971 in Munich, is one of the most renowned composers of music for video games of the younger generation. He belongs to a group that has been responsible for the musical legend of Square Enix productions for almost a decade. The collaboration with this key studio began with Hamauzu's creating several tracks for Front Mission: Gun Hazard (1996) and Tobal No. 1 (1996). However, Hamauzu's biggest achievement is his collaboration with Nobuo Uematsu, Junya Nakano and Musashi on Final Fantasy X (2001) and Samurai Legend (2005), the latter created in collaboration with Junya Nakano, Takayuki Iwai and Yuki Iwai. Hamauzu made his debut as an individual artist by writing the score for Chocobo's Mysterious Dungeon (1997), Saga Frontier 2 (1999), Saga Unlimited (2002), Dirge of Cerberus,  Final Fantasy VII (2006), but what gained him fame was the soundtrack for Final Fantasy XIII. 
It is argued that Hamauzu's works are marked by broad musical erudition, his inspirations including Chopin, Ravel and Debussy's impressionism demonstrating his classical erudition. He easily moves within a vast spectrum of musical genres ranging from jazz and electronic music to contemporary avant–garde music. His compositions freely combine classical and ambient measures: elements of a classic waltz, march, tango and flamenco intermingled with electronic samples and jazz. These sounds often coexist in a very surprising fashion, and the music often utilises illustrative value of dissonance. Hamauzu's favourite instrument remains piano, though. Uematsu and Hamauzu’s music can be well defined by a reference to the Neoromantic style, dating back to the early 1970s (consider, for instance, John Williams). This music includes both lyricism of violins and powerful sounds of double basses, dramatic choirs of brass instruments and the wealth of percussion effects. From 2010 Hamauzu has owned his own studio called Monomusik.
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Saturday, the 21st of May 2011 
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl  – Klaus Badelt
Screening of the 1st part of Pirates of the Caribbean orchestrated with live music performance. 
Music by Klaus Badelt / Hans Zimmer prepared in collaboration with the Walt Disney Studios, U.S.A. and Disney Polska.
Special guest: Klaus Badelt – Composer 
Sinfonietta Cracovia
Chorus Pro Musica Mundi 
Richard Kaufman – Conductor 
Venue: the Hall of ArcelorMittal Electrolytic Tinning Plant at ul. Ujastek 1 
Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl is a legendary 2003 production by director Gore Verbinski and producer Jerry Bruckheimer, which grew out of the themed ride and theatrical performance Pirates of the Caribbean in Disneyland. It is an adventure film with fantasy elements, which has already been followed by three sequels: in 2006 the series was extended by Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest; in 2007, Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End; and in June 2010 shooting began on the fourth part of the series – Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides, scheduled for release on the 20th of May 2011 – a day before the Krakow concert.
The Krakow Festival Office established contact with Disney, and the primary plan to show the suites from the series illustrated with film images turned into production of an orchestrated full version of the film, a project modelled after the Lord of the Rings series, which in recent years has become a showcase of the festival, principally setting out its direction of development. Representatives of the production department of Krakow Festival Office took part in preparation of the screening system based on a new method modelled on the 3D screening system. 
The soundtrack for the first part of the famous series is regarded as one of three best soundtracks of 2003. In Poland the sales of the soundtrack for The Curse of the Black Pearl rivalled sales of the soundtracks of The Lord of The Rings and Harry Potter. This was indeed one of the best soundtracks in the history of cinema. Klaus Badelt and Hans Zimmer jointly crafted a wonderful and extraordinary masterpiece composed of climatic and powerful sounds. 
On this occasion, many often recall the controversy as to who had the biggest part in writing the music for the Pirates films, Zimmer or Badelt. The truth is that Zimmer's schedule was so tight at the time (some of the films he worked on included Ridley Scott's Matchstick Men and The Last Samurai by Edward Zwick) that the whole project was actually carried out by Klaus Badelt. By that time, the young German composer from Media Ventures had already written for several other significant projects including Gladiator, The Time Machine, Equilibrium  and  K–19: The Widowmaker.
The grand scale of the project required a great host of co–composers, nine orchestrators and three conductors. The team was led by Klaus Badelt, and Hans Zimmer, in his role as chief producer, created an action film score alluding to other Media Ventures projects like Backdraft, Crimson Tide, The Rock and Gladiator. What made film history was the fantastic leitmotiv musically describing the pirate battle, the heroic theme of the main character captain Jack Sparrow – The Medallion Calls –  which has an atmosphere reminiscent of famous The Rock score. Similar inspirations can be found in themes such as Barbossa Is Hungry and finally, the most popular, He's a Pirate. The sounds of classical orchestra and synthesizers are complemented with ethnic instruments. Although Pirates of the Caribbean is primarily a dynamic action music, we can also find lyrical moments in such themes as Moonlight Serenade or Walk the Plank, featuring a solo violin part. In Badelt's score we can also trace many features typical of Zimmer's music, including impulsiveness, dynamism, and the heroism of leitmotivs.  
Badelt himself will come to Krakow to take part in the preparations for the concert. The German composer began his career with composing music for films and commercials in Germany and has written a total of over 25 film compositions, including for movies such as Mission: Impossible II, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Le Petit Nicolas and The Recruit. Besides Hans Zimmer, he has also worked with Michael Kamen.
The concert on the 21st of May will be led by one of the most esteemed Disney Studios conductors, Richard Kaufman, who devoted most of his musical life to conducting and supervising film and television music and is a winner of 1993 Grammy Award. He has conducted some of the best American and European symphonies and has regularly conducted pop concerts of stars such as Diana Krall, Chris Botti, The Pointer Sisters, Monica Mancini, David Copperfield, Davis Gaines, The Righteous Brothers and Martin Short. After many years working with Metro–Goldwyn–Mayer Studios as a studio music director, he spent 18 years supervising music of all MGM television productions. He has conducted many recordings of television and film music. Recently, Kaufman has begun working with the Disney Studios. 
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Sunday, the 22nd of May 2011 
Days of Honor – Bartosz Chajdecki







Special guest: Bartosz Chajdecki – Composer 

 Suites from the Days of Honor series
 A gala featuring actors starring in the series
Anna Witczak – ethnic vocal
Jarosław Smietana – guitar 
Paweł Solecki – ethnic instruments
Wojciech Fedkowicz – solo percussion
Michał Woźniak  – electronics
Polish Radio Choir
AUKSO Orchestra 
Diego Navarro – Conductor 
Venue: the Hall of ArcelorMittal Electrolytic Tinning Plant at ul. Ujastek 1
Days of Honor is a Polish TV series aired by TVP2 since September 2008. The plot of the series focuses on the history of the Home Army soldiers ('Armia Krajowa') – 'Special Force Paratroopers,' drawing upon history of Polish saboteurs who were trained in England during the Second World War to return to Nazi–occupied Poland with a mission of undertaking underground struggle for the independence of Poland. The soldiers are played by such stars as: Jan Englert, Maciej Zakościelny, Jan Wieczorkowski, Jakub Wesołowski and Antoni Pawlicki, all perfectly fitting in the military and thriller convention. What adds extra drama and authenticity to the series are archival wartime photographs interwoven with individual themes. Also the opening credits and the music are rendered in war, epic and heroic climate. Days of Honor is one of the biggest television productions in the recent years. Although initially it was scheduled to span two seasons, the series will have a follow–up – the 4th season set in the post–war period. The production of the 4th season should start in May 2011. Presently, every eighth Pole sits in front of their TV to follow the fate of the characters of the series, which has hit 5 million viewers, a number in a 40 million-plus country accounting for almost a 25% market share. What is also unique is that  the music, in the opinion of the creators, has substantially contributed to this success. Music constructs a mood specific of the war times, as well as tension and atmosphere of each scene. This opinion is confirmed by numerous statements of viewers and film critics, unanimously ranking the score for the series beside the greatest achievements in television and film music of the recent years. 
Critics are also in agreement that Bartosz Chajdecki is one of the most interesting film composers of the younger generation. As early as while taking his first steps as an almost twelve–year–old artist, he drew attention of Zbigniew Preisner, who reviewed his first scores and provided advice. The style of the young composer has rapidly evolved from the chamber sound filled with sung and delicate themes to the vast symphonic forms with a powerful sound of orchestra, often accompanied by a chorus and instruments that go beyond the classical repertoire of a symphonic orchestra. Bartosz Chajdecki is an artist who easily moves within the broad repertoire of musical genres ranging from jazz and electronic music, through the contemporary avant–garde music. Regardless of the atmosphere or stylistic path chosen, Each of the tracks has some very distinctive feature, and despite conscious allusions and frequent play with form – pieces composed by Chajdecki for Days of Honor stand out from other productions due to his care about musical consistency, the recognisability of the themes and melodic talent. The International Film Music Critics Association (IFMCA) announced nominations for its annual awards. One of five nominations in the 'Best original score for a television series' category fell to a young Polish composer Bartosz Chajdecki, for the music to the Days of Honor series. While fighting for n award in this category, the Polish production competed with the world-renowned series such as Doctor Who, Lost and Human Target. 
Bartosz Chajdecki  –  a composer of film, theatrical and symphonic music, a representative of the younger generation gifted with great imagination and creative freedom. He graduated with honours from Krakow's Academy of Music. A winner of the prestigious 'Fringe First' award at the International Theatre Festival in Edinburgh (1998) and a competition for a scholarship granted by EAJC, London for most promising young artists. Over the past eight years, he has written scores for several theatrical performances (including Dulscy sp. z o.o , The Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov, Trzeci, Hysterikon: Kupuję więc jestem, Absynt, Śnieg, Utracona cześć by Katarzyna Blum), and documentaries and shorts (Moje Powstanie and Tatrzański Park Narodowy. Misterium Przyrody) and his own symphonic projects. He has collaborated with such cultural institutions as the Samuel Beckett Theatre in London, Edinburgh's DeMarco Venue, New York School of Visual Arts (New York, USA), Yale School of Drama (New Haven, USA) and Brazilian SESC. 
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